
WEAVING COMMUNITIES 
TOGETHER

Davidson Learns

January 19, 2022



AGENDA

• Vision, history, role

• Benefits 

• Partners 

• Examples

• Plans



VISION, HISTORY, ROLE



THREAD TRAIL VISION

• 500-mile plan grew
• Now1,630 

• 15 counties 
• 88 municipalities
• In two states

• 325 miles open
• 400 with blueways
• connecting 2.3 million

• Trails
• Greenways
• Blueways (paddling)
• Sidewalk Connectors
• Variety of Trail Surface 

Types



IN PARTNERSHIP WITH…



South Fork Trail | McAdenville, NC 



THREAD TRAIL’S ROLE-CATALYTIC

• Promote regional vision of connectivity

• Facilitate implementation of master plans

• Facilitate collaboration among communities

• Provide technical education and support

• Provide grants to acquire land, plan, & construct trails 

• Seek local, regional, state, and national funds

• Coordinate with CLC to create trail opportunities



BENEFITS



TRAIL BENEFITS



INCREASED USE - PANDEMIC

• Rapidly increasing usage – 50-100% average

• As much as 2,000%!

• Little Sugar Creek Greenway 420,00/year

• Riverlink Trail 72,000/year

• Crowders Mountain 800,000/year



ECONOMIC IMPACT

• Outdoor recreation - $28B/yr

• Increase visitors & tourism

• Revitalize communities

• Increase property values

• Trails and green space top consideration when choosing a home

• 4% increase in property value

• Increase tax revenue

• $3-$6 million annually from tourism

• $17 million due to increased property values



COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION – GREAT FALLS 

• Future Rail Trail

• Purchase of CSX RR Corridor

• New Park

• Whitewater opportunity



COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION - CRAMERTON

• New park

• New trail

• Connecting towns

• New businesses



COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION – MT HOLLY 

• Bond issue

• Branding

• Connect parks

• Connect people

• Literally bridging

neighborhoods



TRANSPORTATION

Fewer bike accidents:  Off-road 

greenways reduce injury rates by 60% 

(Teschke, Kay. “Route Infrastructure and the Risk 

of Injuries to Bicyclists”. (2012). American Public 

Health Association)

Less Congestion



HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT

Health

• Access to outdoor recreation increases 
physical fitness and reduces healthcare 
costs

• Walking in nature reduces depression 
and anxiety

• Builds community!

Environment

• 150,000 acres of land protected 

• Reduction of greenhouse gases

• Increased connection & appreciation of 
nature



Water Quality



TRAILS AND CRIME

Greenway increase crime risk for nearby properties? 

(Greenways and crime on nearby properties, Love 2005 UNC Chapel Hill)

• Criminal incidents same or decreased slightly

• No evidence trail increases criminal activity 

Lower Booker Creek Trail, Chapel Hill

• Two year period prior to completion there were 75 
incidents of crime per square kilometer

• In a two year period following completion there were 
68 incidents per square kilometer



PARTNERS



• 15 counties

• 88 municipalities

• Other land trust

• Especially DLC

• Katawba Valley Land Trust

• Foothills

• Three Rivers

• Developers 

• Corporate partners

MANY TYPES OF PARTNERS



• Working to coordinate

• At junction of Mecklenburg, 
Cabarrus and Iredell Counties

• Conservation opportunity

• Trail opportunity

• Collaboration between governments

• Collaboration between land trusts

DLC JOINT PROJECT



CORPORATE PARTNER - ATRIUM

Re-do of 

campus

Re-do of 

LSCG 

between 

East and 

Morehead

$6-10M



EXAMPLES

Variety of plans

Each community goes their own way

Lots of excitement re possibilities



• Part of CTT network

• Great way to enjoy green space

• Great way to get around – no traffic

DLC TRAILS



Connecting Towns

ANTIQUITY GREENWAY



22 connected miles

As of this year!

NORTH-SOUTH SPINE:
LITTLE SUGAR CREEK GREENWAY



Urban Trail

UPTOWN CYCLE TRACK



ART & OVERLOOKS



ROCK HILL



SOUTH FORK CORRIDOR – CONNECTING & REVITALIZING TOWNS

Lowell, Cramerton, 

McAdenville, Mt Holly, 

Belmont



BLUEWAYS

Catawba River

South Fork River 

Rocky River 

Pee Dee River



PLANS



NEW SIGNAGE PROGRAM

Trailhead Intersection

Assurance 



PRIORITY CORRIDORS – 200 MORE MILES IN 5 YEARS



STAY TUNED!


